
To the following Year 8 pupils who have acted as
Duty Pupils, thank you very much for all your hard
work.

Duty Pupils

Georgia Howell Rae Finnecy
Lauren Johnson Ross Johnson
Jack Maskell Sharon Mott
Amiee Gosling Kellyann Murnane
Tia Orchard Jack Musgreaves
Charlie Rick

by Andy White
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Monday 7th December
Year 11 Mock Exams

Tuesday 8th December
Year 11 Mock Exams

Lithuania Trip - Comenius

Wednesday 9th December
Staff Pantomime - 1.15pm, West Hall
Dance Show ‘Let’s Get Loud’ - 7pm

Thursday 10th December
Staff Pantomime - 1.15pm, West Hall
Dance Show ‘Let’s Get Loud’ - 7pm

Andy White is available to be seen by parents, without
appointment, every morning 7.15am until 8.15am and
Thursday evenings 5.15pm until 6.15pm.

Tel: 01268 282146    Fax: 01268 531655
E.mail:  woodlands@btconnect.com

 

Monday 7th December
Year 7 Essex Cup Netball v Maltings Academy (a)

Tuesday 8th December
Essex Cup Rugby v Eastbrook (a)

Thursday 10th December
Year 8 Essex Cup Rugby v Honeywood (h)
Years 10/11 Basketball v Beauchamps (h)

Friday 11th December
Year 7 Basketball v Bromfords (a)
Year 9 Basketball v Bromfords (h)

Assembly Theme for Next Week
“ Achievement ”
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FANTASTIC!!
Yesterday we held our annual Awards Evening for pupils who have achieved excellence in subjects or h ave shown superb
effort over the last academic year.   The pity of the evening is that we can’t reward more pupils but there has to be a limit on
numbers we can seat in the hall.  In front of a packed audience we presented many well deserved awards, as well as enjoying
some excellent musical performances from a range of pupils.  Being Headteacher of a school is a demanding job but one of the
highlights is always attending Awards Evening.  I was so proud of our pupils last night in that the evening recognises their superb
efforts and achievements.  In particular it was a pleasure to welcome back a number of pupils who had excelled in their GCSE
exams last year.  In particular congratulations to Emily Fry who won the prize for best GCSE results – she achieved 6 A* and
5 A grades – a fantastic achievement in line with the very best pupils in the country.  I was also d elighted to award the Head’s
Prize to Year 10 pupil Alex Bird for his outstanding achievements both in and out of the classroom.  All in all a superb evening
that recognised the success and progress of our very best pupils.  Well done to all of our prize win ners and many thanks to
all of the staff who organised and planned the evening.
Could I thank parents for your support but also thank Alan Morgan, Jayne Dear, Rich Whiting, Jan Fen nelly, Karen Sandom,
Wendy Hines, Heads of Year and any other staff not mentioned above for all their hard work in organi sing this important
event.

END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS
As we approach the end of term I thought it would be useful to outline our end of term arrangements.

�x Monday 14 th December Periods 4 and 5 – Year Group Trips and Activities – details from Heads of Year.
�x Tuesday 15 th December – Woodlands Christmas Carol Concert – 7pm – East Hall
�x Friday 18 th  December – Last Day of Term – Year Groups 10 and 11 f inish at 12.15pm;

Year Groups 7, 8 and 9 finish at 1.15pm.
�x School commences on Monday 4 th January at 8.45am for the new term.
�x Please contact the school if the above information causes any problems or concern.

NON UNIFORM WEEK
A reminder to families that our annual non uniform week is scheduled for a week commencing Wednesday  9th December.  It
will finish at the end of Tuesday 15 th December.  Non uniform events are held to raise money to pay for the school mini buses
as well as contribute to charities – charities chosen by the pupils through their respective year co uncils.   During non uniform
pupils shouldn’t wear hats in school, bring mobile phones or other electrical equipment or wear excessive jewellery.  The cost to
pupils is £5 per family – this money can be paid either daily or for the week.  If a family have several pupils at Woodlands then the
eldest child should pay the money.  I hope all parents will support us in this worthy event.  Please contact the school if the
above presents any problems.  All parents will receive a letter giving full details of this event ne arer the time.

‘Let’s Get Loud’

Wednesday, 9th and
Thursday, 10th December

at 7pm

Tickets £3

Dance kit for sale -
please see Miss

Graffham in Performing
Arts for details.

Dance Show

Congratulations to all students that
performed in ‘An Evening of Drama ’, every
performance was excellent and showed the
audience what a great range of talent we have
at Woodlands across all year groups. 

The cast were very professional and should
be very proud of themselves! 

Thanks also to all the staff
that helped and directed
the pieces that were
performed.

��     Miss Iddiols

Last week we had ‘An Evening of Drama ’ held in West Studio Theatre
on the Thursday night. The first half of the evening was ‘Life as Normal’,
the Year 10 Mental Health Musical, and was fantastic in every way and
provided plenty of discussion during the interval. The second half of
the night consisted of a Year 7 Drama group performing a piece on
‘Drink Driving.’

Rachael Iddiols reporting…

continued inside...

 

Please contact Alan Morgan for further details



‘Woodlands’ Students Flashdance all the Way to Number 10’
On Monday 30th November, 4 students from Woodlands made the trip to Downing Street in the hope that the work they have done
on Climate Change would help to influence Gordon Brown when he meets world leaders in Copenhagan nex t week to discuss the
issue.

Climate Change will affect us all but is affecting the worlds poorest people first, this struck a chord with our students who wanted to do
something to help. Woodlands’ students campaigned with other students from all over the UK and were involved in a flashdance at
Downing Street to draw attention to the issue. Chloe Rivett, 8LSt then proceeded to Number 10 to hand in the work that young people
have been working on of late in the hope that world leaders will meet an agreement for change. Their hard work should give Gordon
Brown some bedtime reading; Climate Change isn’t fair but its still happening, the world needs to make a change in order to improve
the quality of life that us in the developed world have as well as those in the developing world. Let’s hope that
the Prime Minister listens to Woodlands.

Climate change is real and will affect everyone; some of the changes we will see may include the following:

�i Sea levels could increase by 50cm – Almost twice as many people as now would be exposed to
severe flooding from storm surges - 18 million people.

�i Water availability could decline.

�i Seasonal rainfall patterns could be severely disrupted – Drought and floods could increase.

�i The frequency and intensity of extreme-weather events could increase – Leading to loss of life, injury,
mass population dislocations, and economic devastation of poor countries.

�i Human health could suffer from a combination of effects – People’s resistance to disease could be
weakened by heat stress, water shortages, and malnutrition.

��

Eleven Year 10 pupils put on a short run of the Theatre In Education
musical “Life As Normal - The Mental Health Musical” in the West
Studio Theatre last week.  As well as performing in the Evening of
Drama and to all Year 10 pupils as part of their PSE course, the
pupils also performed to 80 guests invited by the South Essex NHS
Partnership Trust, who funded the musical.  Special mention goes to
Lewis Scoot, who anchored the show in the demanding role of Michael,
and Lauren Swain, who stepped in to the role of Grace with 24 hours
notice due to illness, but this was an exceptional ensemble performance
that was both moving and funny.

“An extraordinarily ambitious piece of work for any group of young people to tackle,
�E�X�W���W�K�H�\���S�X�O�O�H�G���L�W���R�I�I���E�U�L�O�O�L�D�Q�W�O�\�����¬�3�X�W���0�+���L�V�V�X�H�V���L�Q���D�Q�¬�·�H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\�·���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���D�Q�G���P�D�G�H���W�K�H�P
�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�D�E�O�H���¬�(�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�����R�I���Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U���D�J�H�����V�K�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\�� �W�R���V�H�H���W�K�L�V
inspired production.”

“First class show/musical. It was very moving, and the youngsters deserve the highest
praise for their powers of observation, their writing skills and their audio-acting skills.
I am sure that quite a lot of people were misty eyed at the end of the performance. How
insightful. Please convey my unqualified praise
for their very convincing performance.”

“Even speaking about the play today to a
colleague, especially about the brother who
had come back from a tour of duty makes me
still shudder, the impact of the musical
covered life changing events that we can all
relate too in a our daily lives, from observing
others to personal experiences. Thank you to
Year 10 at Woodlands School for the skilful
performance in portraying these life events.”

A group of Year 11 GCSE students performing a Monologue each, the KS3
Musical Theatre Club showed us a song and dance from ‘ Billy Elliott ,’ the
�<�H�D�U���������3�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���$�U�W�V���F�O�D�V�V���J�D�Y�H���X�V���D�¬�������P�L�Q�X�W�H���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���������P�L�Q�X�W�H
examination piece, the Year 8 SWANS club performed ‘ Bear Skin ’, a tale
by The Brothers Grimm and lastly a snippet of ‘ Summer Loving ’ the school
musical for January, in which the cast performed ‘ Summer Nights ���·�¬���1�R�W
only were we entertained by the amazing live performances but were able
to watch all the new technology working behind the pieces which can now

lead to more development within the
Performing Arts Department.
�¬
The evening was a great success and I would like to congratulate all the
students who were involved as well as thank the following members of
staff for their hard work and support:
�¬
Mr Lovelock, Mr Morgan, Mrs Barnes, Miss Davies, Mrs Archer, Miss Fillary,
Mrs Pendrigh, Miss Scott, Mr Priddle, Miss Moreton, Mr Hilt, and
Mr Sherwood.

Seasons Readings
in the Library

Drop by the library and enter one of our festive competitions or check
out one of our happy holly day reads!!! We have Christmas all wrapped
up with our fantastic selection of new books, something for everyone.

To win  fan tastic pr izes why not en ter one or al l of our
competitions?

Can you guess the name of our Santa?

Design your very own Santa’s grotto.

Complete our Christmas quiz.

All entries to be placed in the Christmas box in the library. Closing
date 14 th  December .

Good Luck!

Everyone Welcome!
Event: Carols & Crackers 

When: Tuesday 15th December
Time: 7pm

Where: Woodlands West Hall
For More Info: Miss. L. Sturgeon M31

WHAT’S GOING ON THIS CHRISTMAS

Woodlands School

Pupils:  £2.00

Adults:  £2.30 (inc. VAT)

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2009

Tickets are on sale from the kitchen (please buy
your ticket in advance to avoid disappointment).

Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th December

Life as Normal? James Lovelock reporting...

Continued from front cover...

CURTAINS OPEN FOR
‘EVENING OF DRAMA’


