
To the following Year 8 pupils who have acted as Duty
Pupils, thank you very much for all your hard work.

Duty Pupils

Hannah Jarman Deanna Ricketts
Jordan Lovelock Megan Riley
Hayley Neale Laura Scowen
Dhruv Patel Joshua Smith

by Andy White
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Andy White is available to be seen by parents, without
appointment, every morning 7.15am until 8.15am and
Thursday evenings 5.15pm until 6.15pm.

Tel: 01268 282146    Fax: 01268 531655
E.mail:  woodlands@btconnect.com

 

Assembly Theme for Next Week
“Prejudice”

Issue No. 7328th January 2010

Please could you arrange for the following Year 11
students to attend their Careers/Connexions
interview in the Connexions Room situated in the
Library.

Monday 11th January
Aim Higher Roadshow (Year 9)

Tuesday 12th January
Leisure & Tourism Exam - Years 10 & 11

Wednesday 13th January
Lion King, Lyceum Theatre (Years 10/11)

Thursday 14th January
Careers Convention (all day)

Chris Hope Int. cheque presentation (Year 10)
Jiangsu Project (Year 9)

Friday 15th January
Jiangsu Project (Year 9)

AQA Revision Conference (Years 9, 10 & 11)
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Monday 11th January
Years 10 & 11 Basketball v Basildon
Academy (h)

Tuesday 12th January
Year 7 Essex Cup Netball v Chelmsford
County High (a)

U14 Essex Cup Netball v Southend (h)

Wednesday 13th January
Year 7 Basketball v Basildon Academy (h)
Year 7 Basketball v Mayflower (a)
Year 9 Basketball v Basildon Academy (a)

Saturday 16th January
Year 8 Rugby v Sweyne Park School (a)

Tickets for ‘ Summer Loving �·�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�Z�� �D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�¬�I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H
�3�H�U�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���$�U�W�V���R�I�I�L�F�H���¬���7�K�H���V�K�R�Z���Z�L�O�O���W�D�N�H���S�O�D�F�H���R�Q���7�X�H�V�G�D�\
26th, Wednesday 27th and Friday 29th January at 7.00pm in
the West Hall.

Ticket prices are £5 (£4 concessions and £15 for a family ticket
���������D�G�X�O�W�V���������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����¬

Please buy your ticket early to avoid disappointment.

Also a reminder for all cast that there will be a compulsary
�6�X�Q�G�D�\�� �U�H�K�H�D�U�V�D�O�� �R�Q�� �����W�K�¬�-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� �����������D�P�����������S�P�� �D�Q�G�� �D
�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�� �U�H�K�H�D�U�V�D�O�� �6�X�Q�G�D�\�� �����W�K�� �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� �����������D�P�����������S�P���¬

Miss Iddiols

 

 
  

~ Keeping You In Touch With The School ~

HAPPY NEW YEAR AND WELCOME BACK
I hope everyone had an excellent Christmas break and that the New Year brings everyone lots of enjoy ment and success.  I
am sure this term will be another successful period at Woodlands in particular for our pupils.   This term we have a number of
assessment events planned in order to give parents and pupils feedback about progress.  Year 8 will have Academic Progress
Reviews in the form of an interview with senior staff – parents will be sent a letter explaining the outcome of this review.  All of Year
10 will have a Family Work Review where parents will be invited to school to hear firsthand about their child’s progress.  Finally,
during this term we have scheduled a Year 9 Parents’ Evening and Options Briefing on Thursday, 4 th March (4pm – 8pm) and
a Year 11 Parents’ Evening on Thursday, 4 th February (4pm – 7pm).  Finally on this theme of assessment, Year 7 and 8 will
have formal exams during the week commencing Monday 8 th March.  I would appreciate it if families could make a note of
these important dates.
Good luck to everyone for a very successful term.

STAFFING NEWS
The good news for Woodlands is that last term we didn’t have any staff leave us and therefore our staffing remains the same.
Clearly in terms of lesson continuity this is a very good position to be in and says much about the ability of Woodlands to recruit and
retain staff.   As a Teaching School we do have a number of trainee teachers starting their careers in teaching placed at Woodlands
– these are extra staff who will be supervised during their training.

BACK TO BASICS
Could I remind families at the start of a new term of a few basic rules that pupils must follow.
Could pupils please:
�x Wear the correct uniform, in particular no jewellery or trainers;
�x Aim for 100% attendance;
�x Always be on time for school and for lessons;
�x Complete homework to the best of your ability and hand it in on time;
�x Always respect others and exhibit behaviour of the highest standard.
I would also remind parents and pupils that any involvement with drugs will almost certainly result in Permanent Exclusion
from Woodlands.  Please be warned – we have zero tolerance of drugs at Woodlands and strive to maint ain a drug free
school.
If we get all of the above right then we can concentrate on ensuring we have the highest standards of teaching and learning.

As an International School, Woodlands is looking for a
group of Year 10 students to represent the views of the
UK at a European conference in Italy in March of next
year.

Delegates from our 7 partner schools will be meeting to
discuss the topic:

‘What makes a European citizen?’

If you would like to represent the school
on this heavily subsidised trip to Italy,
please indicate your interest by
explaining what you think makes a
European citizen.

Your response may take any form -
research, an essay or poem, a rap or
song you have recorded, or a piece of
art, a logo or tagline.

Please hand all entries to Miss Fordyce in W29 by 8 th

January 2010.

Please see Miss Fordyce or email
gfor@woodlandsschool.essex.sch.uk if you have any
queries.

Buona fortuna!

 

Monday, 11 th January 2010
���������� Ellie Harman 11TPa
 9.30 Benjamin Riley 11TPa
10.00 Grant Samuels 11TPa
10.30 Luke Saunders 11TPa
11.15 Kurtis Sossou 11TPa
11.45 Hannah Stebbings 11TPa
12.15 Abbie Sumner 11TPa
12.45 Charis Wilgoose 11TPa
 2.15 Kirsty Wood 11TPa
 2.45 Craig Hookings 11TWa

Friday, 15 th January 2010
���������� James Ball 11TWa
10.00 Chloe Breed 11TWa
10.30 Michael Breen 11TWa
11.15 Emma Caskie 11TWa
11.45 George Clark 11TWa
12.15 Roxanne Del Rosario 11TWa
12.45 Ben Evans 11TWa
2.15 Millie Fox 11TWa
2.45 Sam Griffin 11TWa

This week has seen temperatures plummet around the country and a
blanket of snow and ice settle over many parts of Essex. This has caused
many problems for schools, particularly on Thursday, as many teachers
and pupils struggled to make their way in.

As you know Woodlands opened its gates and tried to get on with business
as usual; well almost. Pupils bravely donned their PE kit and ran around in
the snow before embarking on a huge snowball fight and English pupils rein
acted the opening scene from ‘Frankenstein: The Play’, which is set in the
Arctic, by performing in the snow themselves. I also think I saw a few pupils
doing a snow dance!

Obviously these conditions do make it difficult to keep the school running
safely and we’d like to applaud the caretakers and staff for the efforts during
this ‘Big Chill’. In particular we appreciate the efforts of pupils and parents to
get into school. While numbers were down the majority of pupils made it in to
school.

 

David Thomas reporting...



Usually at Christmas time we hear about Wise Men following stars; Woodlands take on this over the Ch ristmas
period was to have wise friends and relatives flocking to see our rising stars perform in the annual  school Carol
Concert.

The audience got into the Christmas spirit by singing Christmas carols
and listening to Christmas poems and readings, they were even
served refreshments by Santa’s own little helpers aka Jack Lane,
Reece Walby, Joe Hall and Jack Maskall from Year 8. Highlights of
the night included solo Christmas songs sang by our very own Steph
Walker in Year 9 and Gbemisola Fagbemi in Year 11. Both singers
blew the audience away with their renditions of ‘ All I Want for
Christmas ’ and ‘ Let it Snow ’ –definitely bright stars in the making!
Other treats included a Drama piece from Year 9 Students on the
‘Meaning of Christmas ’ and two Dance pieces performed by the
Year 7 Dance club. The Woodlands school choir also gave a
fantastic performance, providing a different musical take on some
well known carols. A surprise on the night came in the form of the Woodlands teacher’s choir which g ave their
debut performance and showcased the musical talents of the staff, -one not to have been missed! The concert
was also a good opportunity for Year 7 RE students to show off what they have been learning in class  –thank
you to Jordan Holt and Harry Wolfe for their presentation on the Christmas Story, you did Miss. Fitz patrick
proud!

Finally, the night gave those present an opportunity to give something back to the community; the ev ent
raised £148.57 all of which was donated to Little Havens Children’s Hospice in Essex. All in all the  night was jam
packed full of Christmas crackers and wonder! For those of you who were unable to make it, now is th e time
to stick it in your diaries for next year. Thank you to all staff and students involved in the Conce rt, hopefully
Santa rewarded you for all of the hard work.

On a cold dark evening in December, 30 brave Year 9 pupils were lead through the streets of Whitechapel retracing the steps of Jack the Ripper.

The pupils have been studying the famous mystery through History and English this year, using thinking skills to try and interpret the case information,
similarities between the murders, and to try and put the evidence together to lay blame on one of the many suspects.

It is amazing that all of these world famous historical events took place a short coach ride from school in London’s East End, and it is great that we are able to
put everything we learnt into a real life context. Our guide and ‘Ripperologist’ did an excellent job of bring the facts to life, giving us the often gruesome details
as we went from murder site to murder site. He also introduced the pupils to a few new ideas and theories about the
reasons for the murders, including the link with the Masons and the Royal Family; these certainly gave them a few
things to think about.

Many of the pupils had a firm belief in who they thought was responsible for the murders; Dr Thomas Cream was a
popular choice. Cream was charged and found guilty of the death of Matilda Clover, and was sentenced to hang on
November 15, 1892. It was there that he would perform his last (and perhaps most inexplicable) action — he is said to
have uttered “I am Jack...” as the noose fell taut and squeezed the life out of his body. As the Ripper murder scare was
still in full force, the immediate assumption was that Cream had confessed to being Jack the Ripper.

As we stood huddled in a dark side alley, with the biting cold and the darker tales it really wasn’t difficult to imagine the
tall, shadowy figure of Jack the Ripper coming out of the fog over 200 years ago. There was no need to get scared
however, as we had Miss Vasa to protect us.

The English Department would like to thank the pupils for behaving absolutely perfectly, despite a long time walking in
freezing conditions. We hope to take another group pf Year 9 pupils on the Ripper Walk again this term.

STOMP
WORKSHOP!
Apparently if you can
count to eight you can
successfully participate in
a STOMP workshop! But
as the Bonus students
discovered last term, it
takes a little more than
counting to keep a beat.
Stomp is a very successful
West End show that has
been performed in 36 countries worldwide. 26 Year 10 students were
lucky enough to be ‘Stompers’ for the day, participating in a full day
workshop run by two members of the touring show. The day was filled
with counting to eight (over and over and over again), loud noises,
many different beats and rhythms and the occasional laugh when
someone got it wrong (not mentioning any names Kennedy). We used
a variety of ‘found’ objects to create music including rubber pipes,
wooden sticks, packets of tic tacs, chairs, metal bins and our bodies.

We learnt how to create
music from anything, the
importance of group work,
and oh did we mention
that we learnt to count to
eight? It was a thoroughly
enjoyable and hard
working day, and our two
professional stompers were
extremely impressed with
the commitment of the
pupils and their willingness
to never give up!

UNI LIFE!
For the Bonus students one day last term wasn’t spent at school, instead
they got to see what life was like at University for the day. The students
travelled to Anglia Ruskin University in Chelmsford where they
participated in a full day of touring, team building exercises and
learning what life could be like as a University student. The highlights
of the day included deciding who would survive and who would be
left behind in an ‘end of the world’ scenario, with a few dodgy
decisions being made! And, of course, the free lunch! They got to meet
and chat with present students, which gave them a greater
understanding of Uni life. Hopefully the day showed the students what
Uni life is like, and got them thinking about going in the future. The
students all enjoyed themselves, with many asking to return for a future
visit. The lady running the day also commented on the behaviour and
enthusiasm of the group, stating that it’s the best group she’s hosted.

Carol Concert is a Christmas No.1

Naomi Russell reporting..

What a BONUS!

Miss Sturgeon reporting...

PUPILS WALK ON THE DARK SIDE
David Thomas reporting..


