
To the following Year 8 pupils who have acted as Duty
Pupils, thank you very much for all your hard work.

Duty Pupils

Luke Williams Josh Wrigglesworth
Edward Ballard Jake Bloy
Jemma Dickel Luke Edmonds
Maria Empochon-Tsif

by Andy White
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Andy White is available to be seen by parents, without
appointment, every morning 7.15am until 8.15am and
Thursday evenings 5.15pm until 6.15pm.

Tel: 01268 282146    Fax: 01268 531655
E.mail:  woodlands@btconnect.com

 

Assembly Theme for Next Week
“Environment”

Issue No. 73315th January 2010

Monday 18th January
Year 11 GCSE Chemistry Exam (Set 1 only)

Wednesday 20th January
Year 11 GCSE Physics Exam (Set 1 only)

Thursday 21st January
Somerset House Visit

Friday 22nd - Saturday 30th January
Skiing Trip, Austria

 
  

~ Keeping You In Touch With The School ~

PROGRESS REPORTS
One of the strengths of Woodlands, as well as being a vital part of our strategy to raise pupil achievement, is our desire to
give feedback to pupils and parents about pupil progress.  It is important that pupils know what they have achieved and
what they need to do in order to further improve.  With that in mind I would like to take this opportunity of reminding families
that next week we start Year 10 Family Work reviews.  Each Year 10 pupil and their parent(s) or carer will be invited
to an interview at school with a senior member of staff in order to discuss current progress and set  future targets for
improvement.  A letter should have been received by families explaining in detail this event.  At th e same time we
are organising Year 8 Academic Reviews which involve individual pupils meeting with senior staff to discuss
progress and set targets.  Parents don’t attend these meetings but will be informed by letter the ou tcomes.

THE LAST LAP
As Year 11 near the end of their time at Woodlands it is important that staff, pupils and parents wo rk in partnership
in order to ensure that pupils gain the best possible exam results.  Undoubtedly, success at GCSE wi ll ensure that
pupils move on with a sound basis for future success and prosperity.  With the above in mind could I  ask that
parents and pupils :
�x Complete all GCSE Coursework on time and to the best possible standard;
�x Attend Year 11 Parents’ Evening scheduled for Thursday 4th February at 4pm;
�x Ask the school for advice or support where there are any issues affecting pupil performance;
�x Ensure that pupils attend Easter Revision School;
�x Ensure that pupils complete at least two hours work per evening;
�x Ensure that pupils organise their files ready for revision.
All of the above points form an important part of our strategy for maximum achievement.  We will also be supporting specific
pupils who we feel are in danger of underachieving.
Finally, Year 11 students should have much confidence for success – they are generally a highly moti vated year
group who should achieve record results for Woodlands.

HOLIDAY FORMS
Last week I had a parent visit me to ask when was the best time in term time for him to take his daughter on holiday.  The
answer to that parent was the same as to any other parent – pupils should be in school during term t ime and
holidays should be taken in holiday time.   Pupils cannot learn if they are not at school and any time lost is unable to be
retrieved.  Could I therefore ask that parents don’t take holidays in term time and only ask for time off in very exceptional
circumstances.  We need to work together to create the best possible conditions for pupils to succeed in their
education.  Thank you in anticipation of your support for this important issue.

A small number of extra spaces have become
available on the trip to Holland during Activities
Week.

If you are interested in coming on the trip, please
see Miss Lester in W19 as soon as possible.

Well done to Jessica Buckley
who held a raffle at school and
raised £50.00 for the RSPCA.

APOLOGIES
Apologies to all families for the closure of Woodlands on Friday last week.
Although I am sure pupils appreciated the opportunity to make use of the snow
I know the closure will have caused inconvenience to a number of our families.
Unfortunately on the Thursday night we had further snow, snow which turned to
ice on the roads around Woodlands, also the paths and roads in school were
becoming dangerous.  In particular the access roads in Waldegrave, Gobions
and Takely End were virtually impassable.  Under those circumstances we
decided that we would have difficulty in staffing the school given the long journeys
that many staff have to make and that there was a danger to the health and
safety of pupils in school.  Whilst the education of our pupils is vital it is also of
paramount importance that we safely protect our staff and pupils.  Hopefully
this is an end of the snow and we can get on with making this term a great
success.  Thank you to all families for your support and understanding in these
difficult circumstances.

 

 

Monday, 18 th January 2010
9.00 Rebecca Jordan 11TWa
9.30 Hollie Leese 11TWa
10.00 Arron Matthewman 11TWa
10.30 Nicholle Morris 11TWa
11.15 Dhruvi Patel 11TWa
11.45 Kieron Pickard 11TWa
12.15 Kerry Pinnell 11TWa
12.45 Alisa Rai 11TWa
 2.15 Leia Rose 11TWa
 2.45 Louis Steel 11TWa

Tuesday, 19 th January 2010
9.00 Luke Saunders 11TPa
9.30 Hannah Stebbins 11TPa
10.00 Charis Wilgoose 11TPa
10.30 Hannah Jeffrey 11ACo
11.15 Jack Murray 11ACo
11.45 Jed Nicholls 11ACo
12.15 Carol Stringfellow 11ACo
12.45 Jiarui Wang 11ACo
 2.15 Alfie Skipp 11CMo
 2.45 Nathan Creckendon 11CMo

Friday, 22 nd January 2010
9.00 Rachel Kerr 11NPa
10.00 Terry Courtnell 11ACo
11.15 Kira Baker 11CMo
12.15 Kailem Birmingham 11CMo
2.15 Sean McDonald 11CMo

Please could you arrange for the following Year 11 students to attend
their Careers/Connexions interview in the Connexions Room situated
in the Library.

Due to expanding the team, we are currently looking for Mid-Day

Assistants to assist with pupils at lunchtime at:

Woodlands School, Takely End, Basildon, Essex  SS16 5BA
Telephone: 01268 282146

• One and quarter hours per day
• Five days per week
• Term time only
• £7.47 per hour including fringe benefit (pro rata)

For further details please apply in writing or telephone to speak to Jo Sullings

REQUIRED TO START AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
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Monday 18th January
Yrs 10/11 Basketball v James Hornsby (a)

Tuesday 19th January
Yr 8 National Cup Football v Bacons College
(h)

Wednesday 20th January
Yr 7 Basketball v James Hornsby (a)
Yr 9 v Basketball v James Hornsby (h)

Thursday 21st January
Yr 7 Emerging School Rugby at Southend RFC

Saturday 23rd January
County Cross County



Just before Christmas, Woodlands invited some of the older members of our community,
or as they put it ‘recycled teenagers’, into the school for a slap-up Christmas lunch; with
all the trimmings.

This annual event is a lovely tradition that seeks to bring different generations of the local
community together, and is prepared and served by our pupils. Judging by these comments
it seems like everyone had a delicious time and Jamie Oliver should be watching his back.

“ We had a wonderful time at Woodlands today and the youngsters could not have treated
us any better. The meal was out of this world, many thanks for making it possible. Only
problem was that at my age I had great difficulty deciding who was teacher and who was
pupil, they all  look so young!”

“We were served with a most splendid Christmas meal. We all appreciated this and we
would like you to pass on many, many thanks to all your staff and pupils who made this
�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���D�W���W�K�L�V���I�H�V�W�L�Y�H���W�L�P�H���¬�,���Z�D�V���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���S�O�H�D�V�H�G���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�H���´�E�D�F�N�U�R�R�P���E�R�\�V�µ�������W�K�H���S�X�S�L�O�V���W�K�D�W���G�L�G���W�K�H���D�F�W�X�D�O���F�R�R�N�L�Q�J�����E�R�X�J�K�W
out for a round of applause as so often these are the ones that are overlooked when the plaudits are  handed out. Please pass on
these thanks to all concerned and tell them that no matter what the tabloid press would have us beli eve “THERE ARE FAR MORE
GOOD YOUNGSTERS THAN THERE ARE WRONG ‘UNS”.

Recently the Art Department entered a competition ran by
Petroplus, asking all local schools to design an artwork for their
2010 ‘Year to View’ Calendar. The theme was Safety, Health and
Environment and was open for Year 7 & 8 pupils to enter.

We had some fantastic entries, featuring strong imagery of
environmental and safety issues (littering and road safety was a
popular theme for most), but competition rules limited us to just
10 entrees.

We would like to offer our congratulations to Paige Clark, Year
7, who along with a pupil from a Benfleet School was joint
winner of this competition. Paige was rewarded for her efforts
with a special assembly attended by a Petroplus representative,
where she received her framed artwork and was given a £200
cheque for her chosen charity – Diabetes UK .

Well done Paige and to all those who entered. Keep posted for
future Art Competitions via assemblies and notice boards!

Send a message of “homelessness”

For Drop-a-Day sixty Year 9 pupils explored the subject of
homelessness through images drawn on postcards. The
pupils were asked to think of feelings, sounds and imagery
relating to the theme of homelessness. The postcards were
completed using a range of medium and delivered to
various staff around the school, asking for their thoughts
on homelessness.

Here are some of the poignant messages we received
back to the Art Department.

“Very concerned for homeless people”.

“This is a very bleak and depressing image and makes me want to reach out and help!”

“A real feeling of cold and loneliness”.

“This has made me feel cold, damp and dirty. I feel so sorry for those who feel this way most
of the time”.

“People shouldn’t have to beg for money. It makes you want to give money”.

“I feel guilty and lucky at the same time. Guilty that I can’t help more and lucky because it
hasn’t been my turn to be homeless, but then I think it could so easily be me.”

“This makes me think about how did we fail them?” What should we do, and why are we not
doing it?”

“This image makes me feel scared for the person in the
picture”.

“I l ike the texture of the wall and how your images are
placed within it . A strong message is sent – well done!”

“A reflection of the true feelings among homeless people.
Saddening!”

The project was a huge success and is currently displayed
in the Art  Department. Well done all  pupi ls and staff
involved!

From the 8 th – 12th December, four Year 10 pupils acted as Woodlands ambassadors at the COMTEC
(COM enius : Towards a European Citizen) conference, held this time in the city of Kaunas, Lithuania.
We discussed the topic of emigration and immigration with students from our partner schools
from around Europe and delivered a presentation to the conference in which we tried out our
recently learned Lithuanian! The presentation was based on information we‘d collected from
Woodlands’ students and reflected attitudes to this difficult issue.
What was obvious, was that every country was having problems and that better understanding,
dialogue and respect (which was the key message in our presentation) was the way forward.
We also tried our hands at traditional crafts, were entertained and had tours that gave us a real
taste of their history, culture and foods. The hospitality we received and the friends we made from
the other schools…..who was chatting up who on the dance floor Emily?!! was what made it.
Over all it was not only a really educational visit where we learnt a lot from everyone there, but
it also improved our confidence.
The next Comenius visit is to Italy in March and we hope other students will grab the chance to
benefit from another great opportunity.
Thanks to Mr. Morgan and Miss Pearce…also pretty sharp on the dance floor (not)!...who put up
with us and Miss Fordyce for getting us sorted. So from us it‘s ……ACIU….. (pronounced Atchoo!)
which means Goodbye!

�'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���Z�H�H�N���R�I���W�H�U�P���W�K�H���3�X�S�L�O���9�R�L�F�H���W�H�D�P���G�L�G���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�R���W�K�D�Q�N���R�X�U���O�R�F�D�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���¬���<�H�D�U�������W�X�W�R�U���J�U�R�X�S�V���P�D�G�H
�&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���F�D�U�G�V���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H�U�H���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G���W�R���O�R�F�D�O���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���¬���<�H�D�U�������������W�X�W�R�U���J�U�R�X�S�V���P�D�G�H���K�D�P�S�H�U�V���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H�U�H���U�D�I�I�O�H�G���D�W���R�X�U���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V
�O�X�Q�F�K�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �H�O�G�H�U�O�\���� �¬�5�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �*�H�R�U�J�H�� �+�X�U�G�� �&�H�Q�W�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �)�H�O�P�R�U�H�V�� �D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G�� �W�K�L�V�� �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �Q�R�Z�� �D�Q�Q�X�D�O�� �R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q���¬�� �0�U�V
Sharp and the catering pupils of Year 10 produced some excellent food and the Year Council reps made  conversation with our
�Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���¬�� �(�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�� �Z�D�V�� �I�D�Q�W�D�V�W�L�F�� �D�Q�G���\�R�X�� �Z�H�U�H�� �W�U�X�H���D�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U�V�� �I�R�U�� �\�R�X�U�� �V�F�K�R�R�O���¬�� �:�H�O�O�� �G�R�Q�H��

 

Miss Ladd reporting...

 

 

 

Kaunas School

Reported by Tim Churchill, Niamh Jones, Emily Pumfrett and Sam Sanderson

 

Miss Taylor reporting...


