
To the following Year 8 pupils who have acted as Duty
Pupils, thank you very much for all your hard work.

Duty Pupils

Phoebe Green Charlie Finch
Mitchell Langley Harry Murton
James Hitchcock Charlie Perry
Danny Johnson Remi Williams
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Y Andy White is available to be seen by parents, without

appointment, every morning 7.15am until 8.15am and
Thursday evenings 5.15pm until 6.15pm.

Tel: 01268 282146    Fax: 01268 531655
E.mail:  woodlands@btconnect.com

 

Assembly Theme for Next Week
“Inventions & Discoveries”

Issue No. 73422nd January 2010

Monday 25th January
Year 8 Basketball v Mayflower (a)
Year 9 Basketball v Beauchamps (h)

Tuesday 26th January
Year 8 Basketball v Beauchamps (a)
Yr 9 Emerging School Rugby at Southend RFC

Wednesday 27th January
Yr 7 U14 Basketball v De la Salle (a)
Boys swimming at James Hornsby High School

Thursday 28th January
U16 Basketball v De la Salle (h)

Saturday 30th January
Yr 7 Rugby v King John (a)
Yr 8 + Yr 10 Rugby v King John (h)

 
  

~ Keeping You In Touch With The School ~

Please could you arrange for the following Year 11 students to attend
their Careers/Connexions interview in the Connexions Room situated
in the Library.
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Tuesday 26th January
School Show “Summer Loving” - 7pm in West Hall

Wednesday 27th January
School Show “Summer Loving” - 7pm in
West Hall

Thursday 28th January
School Show - Primary School showing

Friday 29th January
School Show “Summer Loving” - 7pm in
West Hall

5 days per week
Between the hours of

6am - 8am and 3.30pm - 6.30pm
£5.80 per hour

Please phone Teresa (before 8pm)
on 07955 418257

SCHOOL CLEANERS REQUIRED

Due to expanding the team, we are currently looking for Mid-Day

Assistants to assist with pupils at lunchtime at:

Woodlands School, Takely End, Basildon, Essex  SS16 5BA
Telephone: 01268 282146

• One and quarter hours per day
• Five days per week
• Term time only
• £7.47 per hour including fringe benefit (pro rata)

For further details please apply in writing or telephone to speak to Jo Sullings

REQUIRED TO START AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

 

 

A big thank you to all staff and pupils who supported our
plant sale in aid of mosquito nets for Africa. The
accompanied group of Year 10 ASDAN pupils ventured

through severe weather conditions to deliver the cheque for £155.85
to Christian Hope International in Harold Wood. Once there they
had a guided tour of the warehouse where all donations of goods
are kept and helped pack these for shipment abroad. Alex Chapman
closed the doors to the loaded container which is now well on the
way to the needy. We hope you will continue your support in our
new venture of raising money for farm tools.

All pupils gained an insight into how lucky they are to live in such a
wealthy society in comparison to those who have nothing. Their
efforts in raising money were much appreciated especially when
they learned a baby dies every three seconds from Malaria and by
using a simple mosquito net this disease could be wiped out.

Margaret Marquis and Joanne Carr reporting...

Pupils who took part were:

Yasmin Ajax-Lawal Mehmet Yakici
Stephanie Jones Perry Barnes
Emma O’Brien Josh McRobb
Ben Buckley Alex Chapman

 

EXAM PERFORMANCE TABLES
Last Week the Government released the Exam Performance Tables for the pupil exams taken in summer 20 09.  These
tables have been published in the press but I am proud to be able to publish them again for parents reading Woodlands Weekly.
Results for Woodlands are shown below.

Measure  
 

 

GCSE % of pupils 
gaining 5 or more 
A* - C grades 
including English 
and Maths  

GCSE % of pupils 
gaining 5 or more 
A* - C grades  

% of pupils 
gaining 1 A* - G  
exam grades  

Woodlands Results  53 62 100 
National Results - Averages  50 66 99 
Essex Average  50 68 98 
Chalvedon  26 71 97 
Barstable  14 64 98 
De La Salle  37 54 98 
James Hornsby  29 50 97 
Billericay  54 64 99 
Mayflower  69 79 100 
Bromfords  45 62 98 
Beauchamps  57 94 100 

 Clearly we are delighted by our results in particular that at KS4 our pupils are making excellent pr ogress as shown by high
figures for 5+ A* - C including English and Maths and record results for pupils gaining 5+ A* - C gr ades.  The key indicator
for schools is the 5 A* - C including English and Maths percentage.  Congratulations to our pupils o n these results but as
importantly to our staff who have worked so very hard to help our pupils succeed.

by Andy White

One place has become available
on the trip to Paris/Disneyland
during Activities Week.

If you are interested in coming on the trip, please
see Mr Sherwood as soon as possible.

Monday, 25th January 2010
9.00 Sophie-Ellen Donovan 11DTh
9.30 Jamie Miln 11DTh
10.00 Joshua Moore 11DTh
10.30 Ashleigh Smyth 11DTh
11.45 Charlie Priestley 11GBr
12.15 Adam Hill 11GBr
2.15 Victoria Gregory 11ACo

Tuesday, 26th January 2010
9.00 James Ball 11TWa
9.30 Rachel Brown 11TPa
10.00 Jamie Wallace 11GBr
10.30 Amy Welch 11GBr
11.15 Mark Williams 11GBr
11.45 Scarlett Wyatt 11GBr
12.15 Mitchell Cresswell 11JHa
12.45 Kerrianne Randall 11JHa
2.15 Blane Rutland 11JHa
2.45 Charles Simmons 11JHa

Friday, 29th January 2010
9.00 Sadie O’Connell 11DTh
10.00 Alan Williamson 11GBr
11.15 Liam Wise 11GBr
12.15 Rhia Wood 11JHa
2.15 Connor Langton 11GBr



Last week, Year  9 s tuden ts  took  pa r t  in the  Es sex  Schools ’
Shakespeare Challenge, during which we competed against other
local schools armed with their creativity, drama skills and knowledge
of the bard...via video link!

Mr Roth and Mr Robinson set up the video conference suite in the conference
room for us. Using state of the art technology, we were able to have live
conversations with other schools across Essex and watch each other’s
performances on the plasma screen. It was like something from a science
fiction film, and lots of fun. It was surreal playing “Rock Paper Scissors” with
the Gateway Academy during one of the breaks over a screen!

Before the challenge started, we were given a mobile phone. Every now and
then we would receive a text or call and would be given a short amount of time
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The Shakespeare Challenge was part of the Essex Jiangsu project, where we are partnered with a school in China so we can
share our skills and learn some new ones, when it comes to Performing Arts. We were lucky to have Mrs Liaou, a Music teacher
from our partner school in China with us throughout the video conferencing project. She enjoyed her time at Woodlands and had
lots of praise for the Year 9 students that showed her around our school and made her feel welcome. She liked Woodlands but
thought that the class sizes were very small...she was used to teaching classes of 60 students at a time! Also, we learned that
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school in China in July, after some of her Chinese students visit us in June. We are looking forward to developing our link with
our Chinese School and are grateful to the Essex Shakespeare Challenge for allowing us to participate in an interesting and fun
project!

On Thursday 14 th January, Years 10 and 11 pupils took part in our annual Woodland’s School Careers Convention.

The day was designed to focus pupils in Years 10 and 11 on life after Woodlands School.  For our Yea r 11’s, it was a
reminder that they need to make some major decisions on what career they might want to pursue in the  very near
future. Deadlines for colleges, vocational courses and apprenticeships are fast approaching!  For ou r Year 10’s, this
was for most, the first time that they really had the opportunity to consider what options are open to them after their
GCSEs.  The day will hopefully make them focus on what they need to accomplish in the next two years  at Woodlands
School in order to achieve their long term goals.

Nineteen companies, colleges and training providers attended the event and pupils were able to see a  variety of
representatives who gave them an insight into their area of expertise, which ranged from the Air For ce to the motor
industry and hairdressing to childcare.  The colleges were able to give our pupils valuable informat ion on what courses
are available to them when they leave Woodlands School.

Our pupils were fantastic representatives of the school and made an excellent impression on our visi tors.  One
commented that “It is great to see a group of pupils so focused and attentive”.  Another said that, “the range of
questions that were fired at me, showed how dedicated they were to making the right decisions for th em about their
futures.”

Pupils who cooked for the convention:

Fliss Compton reporting...

Victoria Archer reporting…..
 

 

  

Woodlands  is proud to announce the arr ival of  its very
first radio station. We have been working hard to set up
the equipment and decorate the new radio s tudio with
sound proof t iles and working areas, creat ing a perfect
environment to s tart produc ing some exciting new radio
shows.

Initially the radio station will be working with specific subjects to
make educational podcasts and revision programmes. Both GCSE
PE and Modern Foreign Languages are both lined up to be the first
subjects to begin recording. Everyone is getting very excited about
the possibility to produce some exciting new shows that will be
both fun to make and great to use. Pupils will be selected from
these subjects to work closely with Miss Russell and Mr Hilt in
producing their podcast. These will then be put up on a website for
anybody to download in the local community, and even from the
other side of the world.

We are planning to expand the opportunities soon by producing music and information shows made by and for tutor
groups, and also train other staff members how to use the radio equipment so that they can use it in their subjects or for
coursework.

So put on your headphones, turn up the volume and let Woodlands Radio entertain and educate you.

David Thomas reporting…

 

Rosie McKay RId Misha Towler RSh Rebecca Duckett GSh
Jordaine Sutton ALa Dean Cotterill LDs Adrian Sto Domingo ABa
Jack Mason NGr Michael Rider LDs Ben Morris DEs
Ruth Davis ALa Emma Hammond RSh Ben Brown RSh
Melissa Hardy GSh Charlotte Clift SBa

 

On Friday, 15 th January we eventually set off, one week late due to the snow day , to
London’s Tate Modern and Borough Market. With our hats, gloves and ski boots on we
boarded the train for our first stop Southwark station and walked to the Tate Modern
which houses the famous ‘Turbine Hall’. Currently in the Turbine hall is a massive black
hole where only the bravest get to the very end and touch the wall!! Of course, I had
to try and scare a few kids in there. The Tate Modern has more visitors per year than
any other gallery in the world and houses some of the best modern art from artists
such as Francis Bacon, Picasso and Matisse, to name but a few.

The purpose of the visit was for pupils to extend their art knowledge, look at and
analyse professional artists’ work and gain valuable first hand sources for their final
major project which has the title of ‘ Fantastic Food ’. All research and studies made on

the day will form a fundamental part of their project.

After analysing art work at the Tate, we took a walk down to Borough Market.  Borough Market is
London’s oldest food market. It was established on the South Bank of the Thames when the Romans
built the first London Bridge. Borough has a long and distinguished history as a wholesale fruit and
vegetable market and is also the country’s most important retail market for fine foods. Here we had
lunch and there was a fine selection of food to choose from, and of course whilst all this fine food  was
on display like curry, salt beef, fine cheeses etc. most of the kids went for the old favourite…. a bag
of chips!! Lots of types of foods were tasted though and photos taken to assist in their project.

We then took a lovely long walk down the river to Fenchurch Street station and headed home.

Well done to all the pupils on the trip who behaved impeccably and represented the school well.

Prizes for the best work will be announced in assembly.

 

Marc Newton reporting...


