Andy White is available to be seen by parents, without
appointment, every morning 7.15am until 8.15am and
Thursday evenings 5.15pm until 6.15pm.
Tel: 01268 282146 Fax: 01268 531655
E.mail: woodlands@btconnect.com

Monday 8th February
Arson About - Fire Authority Drama (Year 8)

Tuesday 9th February

University Taster Aim Higher - Writtle College (Year 10)
MFL: German Theatre Company (Year 9) - 2.15pm
Excellence Day English at Palmers (Year 10)

Wednesday 10th February
Apollo Theatre London - Wicked (PSHRE Yrs 7, 8 & 9)
Hitler on Trial (Year 11)

DIARY

Thursday 11th February

5th February 2010

Assembly Theme for Next Week
“Leaders and Followers”

Issue No. 736

7 9 o
U Club Taishinkan - Japanese Embassy
Duty Pupils e
To the following Year 8 pupils who have acted as Duty
Pupils, thank you very much for all your hard work. Monday 8th February

Jack Trusler
Joseph Daley

Teddy Bullard
Jamie Howarth

Jack Edwards Zoe Ford
Megan Knight Tanisha Hardy
James Lammin Jamie Elms

Owen Henderson

PLEASE NOTE

Polio-Tetanus-Diptheria Vaccination
o

To take place on
Thursday, 11 ™ February 2010 ﬁh/ -
in West Studio < \\\f

Year 9 Essex Cup Rugby Quarter Final v Philiip Morant (h)
Girls Swimming Heats at Basildon Lower Academy

Tuesday 9th February

Year 10 Essex Cup Rugby Quarter Final v Westcliff (h)
Boys Swimming Heats at Billericay

Year 7 and U14 Girls Basketball v Basildon Academy (h)

Wednesday 10th February
Year 8 Boys Essex Cross Country Championship at
Hylands Park

FIXTURES

Thursday 11th February
District Swimming Gala at Gloucester Park (1.30pm start)
Years 10/11 Boys Basketball v Basildon Upper Academy (h)

‘Rigged’
IS right choice

Miss Iddiols reporting..

On Monday 1st February, during P5, Year 10
GCSE Drama students and Year 9 Drama
Option classes were given a treat of watching

a performance of * Rigged - -

The story looked at a teenage boy and the
decisions he made in his life that led to him
going to prison and losing everything that
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The performance was excellent and will be a
great choice for the students to write about
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I would like to thank
and congratulate the
students for their
behaviour during the
show and
contribution to post
show questions.

Ccoaonnexiions

Please could you arrange for the following Year 11 students to
attend their Careers/Connexions interview in the Connexions
Room situated in the Library.

FRIGHV FILLEZD FUN

At this time of year, all Year 11 pupils
study Gothic Horror in the their English
lessons in order to complete their final
coursework assessment towards their
English Literature GCSE. Gothic Horror
is a genre created in the 19th Century
and these stories aim to create an
atmosphere of tension and fear for their
readers. Gothic Fiction was the origin
for modern day horror films and novels.

This week Rupert Mason, a talented actor,
came in to the school to give a
performance of two of the stories Year 11
have been reading. The first performance
was of “The Red Room ”, a story written by
H.G. Wells, the well known author who

also wrote the Science Fiction book The
War of the Worlds. “The Red Room " is a
story about a haunted room in an old
deserted castle. Mr. Mason then
performed “The Signalman ”, a story by the
famous author Charles Dickens. This
story is about a man working in a desolate
and gloomy signal box who keeps on
seeing a ghost.

Year 11s were treated to Mr. Mason’s
enthusiastic and dramatic readings of the
stories with excellent lighting and sound
effects. They were impressed by the way
he remembered the stories word for word,
especially as the style of writing and
language is quite tricky. It is always helpful

Lara Miles reporting...

when pupils can see the texts they are
reading performed, because this really
helps them to understand the drama of a
story.

SCHOOL SHOW

Last week | had the privilege and pleasure of being part of the audience for our school show.

This year the production was

Tuesday 9 " February 2010

9.00 Lauren Newby 11LWa
10.00 Ryan White 11LWa
11.15 Joe Wright 11LWa
11.45 Jasmine Harding 11SLe
12.15 Mitchell Mitchell 11SLe
12.45 Rhys Porter 11SLe
2.15 Aaron Rose 11SLe
2.45 Patsy Sussex 11SLe
Thursday 11 " February 2010

9.00 Emma Jane Callis 11SLe
9.30 Reece Williams 11SLe
10.30 Luke Saunders 11TPa
11.15 James Ball 1TWa
11.45 Sam Griffin 11TWa
12.15 Craig Hookings 11TWa
12.45 Kieron Pickard 1TWa
2.15 Tiffani Brown 11NPa
Friday 12 ™ February 2010

9.00 Sean Coleby 11l Wa
10.00 Joseph Ryan 11LWa
11.15 Kimberly Seager 11l Wa
12.15 Tommy Weaver 11LWa
2.15 Leanne Lara 11LWa

“Summer Loving " — a musical based on the smash hit production “Grease”. Once again | was absolutely overwhelmed by the
quality of the performance. Our pupils were simply magnificent in making the evening worthy of the West End. Congratulations
to everyone involved — | am sure that a number of pupils will go on to make their mark in the world of entertainment. Finally
congratulations to Rachel Iddiols, Joe Priddle and Lisa-Marie Graffham, who jointly directed the show, and to all the other staff
who helped make it such a success. A brilliant evening that will be remembered by the audience for some years to come.

REMINDERS

Could | remind parents and pupils of a few issues connected with the smooth running of the school.
» Could parents please ring the absence line before 8.30am if their son or daughter is going to absent from school that day.
»  Pupils should not bring in to school mobile phones or other electronic equipment.
» Pupils must not bring cans in to school — if they are left on the school field then they become dangerous when the mowers

cut through them.
FAEADLINES o sy we
HALF TERM

Thank you in anticipation of helping us with the above.

A reminder to families that our Half Term break starts on Monday 15" February and ends on Friday 19th February. School will
finish on Friday 12" February at the normal time (3.45pm) and resume on Monday 22" February again at the normal time
(8.45am). Following this we then have a six week period until Easter.

Holiday dates for the rest of this academic year are shown below.

Holidays — 2010 Start Date
Easter Holidays
Half Term

Summer Holidays

Return to School Date
Friday 2nd April 2010 Monday 19" April 2010
Monday 31st May 2010 Monday4th June 2010
Last Day of Term - Friday 16 ™ July 2010

| hope these dates are useful — please do try to ensure that any family holidays are kept within tho se dates.




Reported by Shannon Wade, 9HGo, Reanna Murphy, 9JMa and Ben Lammin, 9NTa

Dear Diary,

Saturday 23 ™ January - 4am Oh my gosh, How early? four in the morning, but at least we're flying rather than a 24 hour
coach journey. We were all excited as the trip had finally arrived. When we got to Munich there was a three hour journey to
our hotel. The Speiereck Hotel in St. Michael was a very traditional Austrian hotel that we had all to ourselves. We went for our

boot fitting, it wasn't far at all, and it was only a short walk to the lift.

Sunday 24 " January The first day of our amazing trip, we went down for our Austrian buffet breakfast

it was very nice and a lot to choose from. Then, after that we all got wrapped up and put on our

thermals for an exciting day’s skiing. It was our first day so hardly any of the beginners could eve n
stand up for more than a few seconds. After all the falls and bumps we went back to the hotel and

W

had a fun night of games, quizzes, Twister, Scrabble, Pictionary and Jenga.

Monday 25 " January Today we had to get on the dreaded ski lift with our awkward skis
on, some of us couldn’t quite get off, which was funny to watch. Today was a bit more
adventurous as we all got “NARLEY air”!! In the evening we all went to an ice rink where we
had a laugh playing curling, which was mastered by Dylan Jones and Josh Inwood.

Tuesday 26" January Early start today as we went to another set of mountains called Aineck.
Everyone enjoyed these slopes, they're steeper and more exciting. The higher group were in “stitches "
after Dylan Jones face planted it in the snow yet again (when he takes off he has no intension of

landing any jumps). In the evening we went tubing down an ice run. Everyone found this night very

funny, we all connected our tubes and went down together, even the teachers!

Wednesday 27 ™ January Another early start to go
to another resort Fanningberg, which was in our
opinion the best! It was funny watching Matt
Campbell using Sam Kynaston as his brakes. When

we went back to the hotel we all got dressed for
the disco! We had great fun dancing and laughing

at the teachers doing ‘big fish little fish’.

Thursday 28" January Last full day unfortunately, back at the first resort. Everyone
was a lot better now and we all could stand on two feet (well | wouldn’t say all).
We had a lot of fun that day getting the best out of our final day. After we went

back to the hotel to pack our cases, then we went down for our last dinner and the &

presentation where everyone was given an award. Our instructors came back to

the hotel, we had dinner with them and thanked them for all they had taught us. )
i da =S

Friday 29™ January The last day, another early day we were out by
4:45am. Once we said goodbye to the hotel we set off for our journey .
back to the airport. When we got there we checked in, had Th_e trip was great we all
something to eat and boarded the plane. It was a nice journey as it enjoyt?d our S(?|VeS ar’1d
only took 1 hr, 30 mins. We got off the plane and got our passports couldn't stop laughing, | can't
out ready for passport control, but we all had to wait for Shannon wait for next year!

Wade for 45 minutes as she left her passport on the plane. Oh dear!
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