Andy White is available to be seen by parents, without
appointment, every morning 7.15am until 8.15am and
Thursday evenings 5.15pm until 6.15pm.

Tel: 01268 282146 Fax: 01268 531655
E.mail: woodlands@btconnect.com

Duty Pupils

To the following Year 8 pupils who have acted as
Duty Pupils, thank you very much for all your hard
work.

Karina Freitas Danny Milton
Tyler Harvey Teddie Hubbard
Sian Kelly KeithKing

Anita Noushazaran Conor O’Flynn
Lewis Perrin Taylor Elie O’Brien

Phoebe Merle
Alyssa Padigos

Paige Simpson

FIXTURES

Please remember to make contact with the school by 8.30am on the
first day of absence if your child is unable to attend school due to
illness. This should be done by telephoning the school leaving your
name, your child’s name, tutor group and reason for absence. Equally,
if you know of any planned absence, for example, hospital
appointments, please give as much
notice as possible. We would

appreciate all dental and non-urgent r-|-o|:; ATTENDANCE'\
doctor appointments being made out :
of school hours. Year 7 DBe 100%
Any issue related to absence, . 0
attendance or punctuality that you are Year 8 Wi 100%
not sure about, please contact the 0,
School Attendance Officer or form tutor, Year9 RBo  96.5%
to help us keep the system working | Year 10 SKe 96.7%
efficiently.

Thank you all for your continued support | Year 11 Ala 97.4%
in improving all students’ attendance. \_ J

CHARITY CAKE SALE !

A group of Year 8 pupils are having a cake
sale on Wednesday, 6™ April to raise money
for Cancer Research UK. If any parents are
keen chefs and would like to bake (or buy!)
cakes for us to sell, please contact Mrs.
Handford.

Many thanks.

Monday 28th March 2011
Years 9 and 10 Rugby v Bromfords (h)

Tuesday 29th March 2011
Year 7 Rugby v Billericay (h)
Wednesday 30th March 2011
Year 7 Rugby v De La Salle (h)
Year 7 Netball Rally at De La Salle

Wednesday 31st March 2011
Years 8 and 10 Netball v De La Salle (h)
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VOUCKERS FOR SCHOOLS
Sainsbury's| TESCO

Please collect Sainsbury’s | | Please collect TESCO
Active Kids vouchers for || Computers for Schools
the school and passthem || Vouchers and pass them

on to Students Services or | | ©N to Students Services.
Girls PE Department. Collect one voucher for

every £10 you spend!

Tuesday 29th March 2011
Fortune Theatre, London (Year 10)
Wednesday 30th March 2011
Midsummer Film Project - all day (Year 9)
Year 10 DMIC Product Design Exam
Wednesday 30th March - 1st April 2011
Archaeology Field Trip - Writting & Cambridge
University (Year 10)

Thursday 31st March 2011
Royal Albert Hall - Philharmonic London
(Years 10/11)

Year 10 DMIC Product Design Exam
Friday 1st April 2011
Aim Higher, Kent University (Year 10)
Sunday 3rd April 2011
Performing Arts Extension Morning

VLE - Have you got the
Internet at Home?

If so, then you can access your subject resources (class work and
homework) from your home computer using the following link; https:/
/www .kIp.rm.com

You will need your VLE username and password in order to sign in.
Any problems see our ICT Technicians (Mr Robinson, Mr Connelly, Mr
Roth) or Mr Reay (Head of VLE).

You can also access your “my documents” folder from home too,
using the following EASYLINK web address.

https://folders.woodlandsschool.essex.sch.uk

You then need to enter your username and password for your school
account.
“If your browser tells you that the ‘certificate’ has expired, please
IGNORE this message and select the red option (which will take
you directly to our Easylink site)”

\N/ooatands\/\feekry

25th March 2011

Assembly Theme for Next Week

. Issue No. 779
“Contemporary Issues/Comenius”

Last week a group of 21 Year 8’s went on a trip to the Tower of London with
the History Department. It was a great day out and enjoyed by both staff

and students.

The students took part in a workshop where they learned lots about Elizabeth 1
and the problems she had dealing with religion. The students were given the
opportunity to interview a prisoner held by Elizabeth I in the Tower and they
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Tower of London

Reported by Anne Marie Fitzpatrick...

decided what punishment he should be
given.

It was a very busy day, as after the
session we walked around all the
different towers within the grounds. There was a Torture Tower and one
tower even had inscriptions by prisoners on the wall from hundreds of years
ago.

All the students were full of enthusiasm and were fantastically well behaved!

It was a great day enjoyed by all!

EASTER REVISION SCHOOL

Areminder to Year 11 pupils and parents thatin the first week of the Easter Holidays, Monday 11" April until Thursday 14" April
inclusive, we arerunning our Year 11 annual Revision School. | hope that as many Year 11 pupils as possible will attend this

important event.
Mr. Fogarty who is organising the event.

In the past this has been a vital part of pupils’ future GCSE success.

Details are available from

EASTER ARRANGEMENTS

As we approach the Easter holidays could | remind families of the end of term arrangements.

e School will finish for Easter on Friday 8" April — Years 7, 8 and 9 will finish at 1.15pm with Years 10 and 11 finishing at

12.15pm.

e School will recommence on Tuesday 26" April at 8.45am i.e. a normal start (Monday 25" April is Easter Monday — a Bank

holiday).

e During the Easter holidays Year 11 pupils will be in school as part of our annual Easter Revision School — details are

already with Year 11 families.

e  Following our return to school on Tuesday 26" April pupils will be at school on Wednesday (Drop A Day) but only Year 11
will need to be inon Thursday 28th as itis a Staff Training Day (Year 11 will be completing GCSE Art Exams and some
language exams). On Friday 29" April everyone will be absent as it is a Bank holiday to celebrate the Royal W edding.

e The following Monday (2™ May) is also a Bank Holiday.

e Year 11 will begin Study Leave on Thursday 12" May following their final assembly.

e GCSE exams start in earnest on Monday 16" May.

All of the above Bank holidays make life difficult for pupils and families in terms of education continuity, but unfortunately
these are national issues that can’t be changed at a local level.

HEADLINES x—>—=



Dreams are wonderful
things to have and Josh
Inwood (10MNe) dreams of
representing his country at
the Olympic games in 2016,
but to achieve anything, let
alone a goal as great as
this requires an unwavering
belief in yourself, hard
work, determination and
dedication. All things are
possible for those who
believe and Josh believes
that he can be a truly great
water polo player.

Josh and his Water Polo team

During January, February

and March Josh attended grueling trials for the Great Britain Under-16 Water Polo
squad where 75 hopefuls were reduced down to an elite 14. He certainly impressed
the coaches as they have selected him to play on the wing for the GB team, a position
that requires amazing speed in the water and secure ball handling skills.

None of this success has come easily. Josh hits the swimming pool at Gloucester Park
at 5am (yes that's 5 in the morning!) every day for a two hour workout before coming
to school. What is also amazing is that his Nan gets up this early every morning to
take him to training just because she loves watching him swim. What fantastic support!
He swims an average of 180 lengths a day using a variety of different strokes and
seems to enjoy every single minute of it. It was during one of these morning sessions,
about a year ago, that he was scouted for the Basildon Water Polo Club and he hasn't
looked back since.

Josh will now attend monthly training
weekends in Cardiff where he will train with
the rest of the Great Britain club ready for
the first set of international competitions.
He will have to continue his strict out of
the water exercise schedule as well as
watching his diet. It is this discipline
combined with his positive attitude and
obvious love for the sport that indicates
that Josh will go from strength to strength
in his water polo career.

Best of luck Josh, Woodlands is behind
you.

Anyone interested in taking part
in any local swimming events or
simply lending your support should
visit www.basildonswimming.co.uk/

Josh and other medal winners
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® FAIRTRADE

On Monday, 7th March Woodlands was proud to host Basildon District Council’s
FairTrade reception inviting other schools and distinguished guests to join us. We
were able to quiz grower John Kabyetsiza from Uganda about how the FairTrade
Foundation has supported his community and others around the world.

With input from the Deputy Mayor,
Councillor Ron Livesey and the leader of
the Council, Councillor Tony Ball it was a
marvellous opportunity for our pupils to
understand impact FairTfrade has had
from source to consumer.

John treated us to dried pineapple and

banana snacks which acted as an

appetiser to the fabulous meal cooked by our pupils Jack Quinn, Craig Imerson
and their team under the guidance of Gill Sharp and her team. With expert
waiter service from Claire Redgrave, Alex Enever and Charlie George our
guests were bowled over by the Woodlands FairTrade gastronomic experience.

o Pupils Sng with Glee

On the 1st March Woodlands took part in a Glee Club style competition
at the Towngate Theatre in which we had to sing and dance. The
competition involved us and five other schools: Basildon Academies,
Beauchamps School, Castle View School, Gable Hall School and St
Clares School. The two songs we sang were Ce Lo Green'’s “Forget You”
mixed with a little of “Bad Romance” by Lady Gaga followed by the
amazing “Hallelujah”. We had so much fun testing our vocal talents
against such brilliant songs.

Josh Dubovie

Reported by Hope Mitchell (7EOs)

‘It was nerve racking when | had to sing the
solo in ‘Hallelujah’ but it was also AMAZING
meeting Josh Dubovie he is so cute.’
Thought Caitlin Curran. Vicky Hayes thought
Caitlain did an great job singing the solo and
it was her favourite part. Woodlands' Glee Club

We did really well for our first competition
gaining a runners up spot against what proved to be some tough competition. “It was so
good | really like singing now. it was the best time of my life.” Said Zabrina VanLooy. “I really
like to sing and it was extra special that my sister, Emma Jane Doery was there too.”

Abbie Ayinde said “I thought we were good and we put a lot of effort in to preparing for our
performances” and Hope Jane Mitchell modestly agreed “The other schools were good but
we were awesome!” Indeed you were.

Well done Woodlands’ Glee Club you’ve really hit the right note.
Many thanks to Miss Moreton for organising our performances and helping us rehearse.




